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The application phase for the 2017 Green Alley Award has begun!
It’s that time again: for the fourth consecutive year, the Green
Alley Award has issued a call for applications. Start-ups from
the circular economy can apply for the prize until 25 July. In
late November, the grand finale will be held in Berlin, where
six finalists will have the opportunity to pitch their ideas to an
international jury. The winner will receive a prize package
worth up to 30,000 euros and, among other things, a trip to
Finland to attend the start-up event Slush.
For Green Alley, the circular economy is more than just
recycling; successful transition to a holistic circular economy
also includes resource conservation, waste prevention,
reuse, upcycling, efficient product design, and more. Accordingly, the start-ups in the Green Alley
network and previous award winners come from a variety of sectors. Consider, for example, Green City
Solutions, which developed a City Tree – a freestanding wall covered on both sides with moss that can
absorb as much particulate matter and CO2 as 300 normal trees – or Adaptavate, with its 100 percent
recyclable wall covering, made primarily from agricultural waste.
Award partners include Seedmatch, Bethnal Green Ventures, ERP Finland, H2 Compliance, and R2Pi.
You’ll find more information about the Green Alley Award here.

What you need to know
The German Bundesrat clears the way for packaging legislation
The Packaging Ordinance has overcome its last parliamentary hurdle. On Friday, the Bundesrat
(Council of the German states) declined an appeal for a Mediation Committee and thus a possible
delay of the project that could have stopped the process due to elections in autumn. The law will thus
become effective as of 1 January 2019.
The aim of the Packaging Ordinance is to expand the climate-friendly recycling of materials and thereby
strengthen the circular economy. In the future, far higher recycling rates for packaging waste must be
achieved. Thus, for example, at least 90 percent of contained plastics must be consigned to recovery,
of that at least 65 percent and starting in 2021 70 percent must be materially recycled. For glass, paper,

and metal, the mandatory proportions are 80 to 85 percent
and, starting in 2021, 90 percent.
Another important innovation is the mandatory registration of
all manufacturers and distributors putting packaging onto the
German market - before starting sales at a newly created
national authority called “Zentrale Stelle”. This authority will
make all registrations accessible online and will also review
all reported quantities. These measures are intended to
ensure greater transparency, more effective enforcement,
and thus fairer competition.
In additon, the packaging schemes implementing the extended producer responsibility will be required
to set their fees more closely to ecological criteria like the recyclability of the packaging as well as the
recycled material used. Manufacturers should thereby be compelled to use ecologically beneficial and
recyclable packaging. The criteria will be specified by a working group of the national authority in
consultation with the German Environment Agency (UBA).
This Bundesrat’s decision from 12 May was eagerly awaited in particular as its Committee for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, and Reactor Safety had earlier called for an objection to the law
and recommended that the plenum call the Mediation Committee among Parliament and Bundesrat. In
its view, the federal government’s project will miss the objective for waste prevention, closer
involvement of municipalities and more producer responsibility. Barbara Hendricks, Federal Minister for
the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety, thereupon sent a letter to the
federal states asking for support for the bill. Would the bill have been referred to the Mediation
Committee, it would probably not have passed in this legislative period, which would have meant that
urgently needed investments for more recycling would have been neglected or stopped entirely due to
the lack of the required legal framework.
New methods adopted for calculating EEE and WEEE quantities
On 18 April, the European Commission adopted new rules
for calculating EEE and WEEE quantities. The methods
defined in the Implementing Regulation are meant to ensure
that uniform conditions for determining annual minimum
collection rates apply across the European Union.

and the typical lifespan of equipment.

The Implementing Regulation specifies calculating methods
for determining weight of the total electrical and electronic
equipment (EEE) put in circulation in the individual member
states. It also specifies a calculation for determining the total
quantities of theoretically arising waste electrical and
electronic equipment (WEEE) based on the EEE quantities

The Regulation is a response to a requirement under Article 7 (5) of the WEEE Directive. The
calculating methods are presented in detail in the Annex to the Regulation. Each member state will
have an individually tailored calculating tool that will be made available on the Commission’s website.
The European Commission drew up a first draft of the Implementing Regulation late last year and
submitted it for public consultation. To come into effect, however, it needed the approval of the member
states. This was solicited in February of this year at a meeting of the committee responsible
(Committee for the Adaptation to Scientific and Technical Progress and Implementation of the
Directives on Waste Established under Article 39 of Directive 2008/98/EC). This agreement finally
cleared the way for the implementation of the regulation.
Here you can find the link to the Implementing Regulation.
As always, European Recycling Platform (ERP), a Landbell Group company, is happy to advise you on
all matters related to the WEEE and minimum collection quotas. Find out more at: www.erprecycling.org
Germany’s national WEEE register foundation provides guidelines for classifying electrical
appliances

Germany’s national register for waste electric equipment
(Stiftung Elektro-Altgeräte Register, or EAR) has developed
classification aids for electrical appliances and batteries to
simplify application of the Electrical and Electronic
Equipment Act (ElektroG) and the Batteries Act (BattG). The
classification aids are meant to simplify the process for a
correct differentiation, which have not always been clear.
Classification can become especially problematic for devices
that are themselves a source of electrical energy but also
fulfil other functions.
The guideline consists of three tools:
the classification of batteries and devices containing batteries into the scope of the BattG and
ElektroG,
a list of frequently asked questions and answers regarding electrical and electronic equipment,
and a device classification overview of the range of products that can be assigned to one of the
ten categories listed in Part II.
The guidelines published by EAR are meant to help monitor and, if necessary, adjust the reported
volumes for the respective devices. Those required to report can use the aids to check their stock lists
and adjust their quantity reports of electrical and electronic equipment and batteries accordingly.
Here, you’ll find EAR’s device classification overview and classification aids.
The European Recycling Platform (ERP), a Landbell Group company, is available to customers and
interested parties to answers questions about device classification: www.erp-recycling.org
UBA study shows that manufacturers must adopt circular economy thinking
The German Environment Agency (UBA) recently published
the final report of its study, “Environmentally-related
evaluation of “intelligent” and “active” packaging systems
about their recyclability and dialogue with stakeholders in the
disposal and manufacturing industries.”
Packaging is classified as “active” when it extends the shelf
life of foodstuffs or preserves their condition. “Intelligent”
packaging, on the other hand, refers to information on and
monitoring of the condition of packaged food, including RFID
transponders or general indicators.
The study found that the challenges of recycling active and intelligent systems is comparable to those
of conventional packaging. Only some compounds and mixtures, fixed deposits or labels (RFID tags)
might disturb a high-quality recycling.
The authors of the study thus recommend various measures to ensure the high-quality material
recycling of packaging waste – communication and exchange between disposal companies and
packaging manufacturers, for example, to optimise product design. For that, circular economy thinking
is required. It’s also important, however, that packaging schemes consider the recyclability in the fees
(as also required under the recently published packaging law – see other article).
You can read the final report here.

Studies & publications
Study shows the relationship between the weight of PET bottles and their recyclability
The American company Plastic Technologies Inc. (PTI) has analysed how the weight of PET bottles
affects product performance, manufacturing costs, and environmental impact. The aim of the analysis
was to gain insights on the basis of which product design can be optimised and recyclability become a

given.
The results show that ultralight bottles can adversely affect
the efficacy of recycling systems. Weight is currently a
decisive factor for determining bottle recyclability.
In recent years, some brands, like Nestlé Waters, have used
ultralight, ultrathin bottles. The company proceeded on the
assumption that these bottles are more environmentally
friendly since they require less energy to produce and
transport. But according to PTI, these bottles are unsuitable
for today’s processes. One reason is that to remove the
labels, the bottles are soaked in a large water tank to separate the PET from the polyolefin. A stream of
air then pushes the labels out of the tank. But when the bottles are too light, they’re also pushed out.
Here you can request the study for free.

The Landbell Group introduces itself
Mr. Döll, what’s your job at Landbell Group?
As procurator at the DS Entsorgungs- und DienstleistungsGmbH, I’m responsible for the service portfolio of operative
site and branch waste disposal in the German-speaking
world. The DS Entsorgungs- und Dienstleistungs-GmbH
offers waste disposal services in all areas, from commercial
waste management to the collection and recycling of
photovoltaic modules to packaging recovery systems for
manufacturers – for example, in the IT and cleaning agent
industries.
What are your most important tasks and challenges?
The main focus and most important part of my job is customer service. Every day, we use our logistical,
technical, and environmental regulatory know-how to serve our customers. At the same time, we’re also
partners of the recycling companies that provide on-site services on our behalf. The communication
output between the participants is the task and the challenge; it’s our goal to further develop it into a
digitised and automated exchange of information. My particular role in that is customer acquisition and
support, the tracking of legal developments, and the coordination of the team responsible for
operational implementation.
How did you end up at Landbell?
After studying civil engineering, I gained six years of operational experience as a technical manager in
a medium-sized waste disposal company. That was followed by work at an engineering office as well as
a public sector consultancy, where I was engaged with both international waste management and
advising the public sector with regard to optimising and tendering waste management tasks. I’ve been
at the Landbell Group since 2007, and bring my many different experiences with me in developing
services for customers and cooperating with our waste disposal service providers.
What do you do for the environment in your private life?
We live in a passive house, which consumes significantly less energy than conventional housing. As a
family, we seek to reduce energy consumption through the use of modern construction methods and
technologies by responsible use of modern electrical appliances and lighting with low energy
consumption.

Did you know that...?
Will you be drinking out of edible water bottles in the future?

Ooho is a new bottle made from gelatinous material that can
be eaten or composted after the contents are drunk. The
new packaging is based on spherification technology, which
is also used to produce artificial caviar and the tiny juice balls
found in bubble tea.
Ooho is tasteless, but can be made more appetising by
adding flavours. Since the packaging has no lid, the portions
are typically small. Once a hole has been made in the bottle,
the contents have to be drunk in one go.
Ooho was developed by three London design students who wanted to create an alternative to plastic
bottles. After two years of development, they’re now ready to bring Ooho to the market. The company
wants to counteract the growing number of plastic bottles, especially given that a good third of the
bottles sold in England have a volume of just half a litre or less and thus use an unnecessarily large
amount of plastic.
Read more here.
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Events
22. - 24. May 2017
World Recycling Convention & Exhibition, China
05. - 07. June 2017
World Circular Economy Forum 2017, Finland
06. - 08. June 2017
WasteTech 2017, Moscow
12. - 13. June 2017
Berliner Konferenz - Mineralische Nebenprodukte und Abfälle
21. - 24. June 2017
5th International Conference on Sustainable Solid Waste Management, Athen
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